
 

Glory to Jesus Christ! 

 

To Rt. Rev. Kenneth Nowakowski 

the Reverend Clergy and the Lay-faithful  

of the Eparchy of the Holy Family of London.  

 

26 November 2021 

 

Dear Bishop Kenneth, Reverend Fathers and dear Sisters and Brothers in 

Christ,  

 

It is with a very heavy heart that I am writing this letter to you from Paris. I 

have so many times wanted to visit the Eparchy and was looking forward to 

being at the enthronement of Bishop Kenneth. But the pandemic has disrupted 

many of our plans.  

 

I am keenly aware that there are unsettling rumours circulating among our 

parishioners at the Eparchy. In the interests of transparency, I would like to 

brief you on a few of the issues that these rumours relate to. I hope that the 

facts I have set out below will reassure you about the various departures and 

changes we have experienced in our Eparchy over the past number of years. 

  

1. I wish to reassure you that I voluntarily and freely resigned from my 

position as bishop of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of London because 

I was given new assignments by the Synod of Bishops of our Church: I 

was appointed head of the Patriarchal Liturgical Commission 

(September 2018) and Apostolic Administrator of the Paris Eparchy of 

Saint Volodymyr the Great (18 February 2019). As I would not be able to 

do justice to all three assignments, I humbly asked our Patriarch first, 

and with his consent I wrote to His Holiness Pope Francis, to relieve me 

of my eparchial duties in Great Britain. This resignation was officially 

accepted by the Holy Father on 1 September 2019.  
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2. In the Autumn of 2018, Fr. Andrew Choma requested a special leave of 

absence, on compassionate grounds, from priestly ministry in the 

Eparchy of the Holy Family of London and particularly his assignment 

at the Cathedral, to provide full-time care to his mother and his brother 

in Nottingham. I granted this request and Fr. Andrew remains on paid 

compassionate leave.  

 

3. In October 2017, Fr Irineu Kraiczyi OSBM asked me to accept him 

temporarily into the Eparchy allowing him to request exclaustration 

from the Basilian Order. I agreed to temporarily accept him into the 

Eparchy of the Holy Family for a period of three years. During this time, 

I discussed with Fr Irineu a new assignment: the possibility to begin to 

organise our first mission point in Cork, Ireland. Fr. Irineu gladly 

accepted this, and I arranged his transfer with the Bishop of the Roman 

Catholic Diocese of Cork and Ross. Fr Irineu was granted bi-ritual 

faculties and a remuneration package which included accommodation, 

transport, and an annual salary.  

 

4. The Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate had been assigned to serve in 

the Eparchy of the Holy Family of London at my request in 2014. We 

were blessed to have the sisters with us for five years. Sr. Iryna returned 

to Ukraine because she had a new assignment waiting for her in Lviv. Sr. 

Bernadeta also returned to Ukraine because her work permit had 

expired, and she was unable to re-apply for a work permit. This meant 

the Eparchy was not able to invite her or give her employment under UK 

law.  

 

While I know that it can be very sad and unsettling when priests and sisters 

who have been part of our community need to move on to new assignments or 

return to Ukraine, these changes are a common part of our parish life, and we 

remain united in prayer with our priests and sisters who have moved onto new 

assignments. At the same time, we welcome the new priests in our parishes, 

and I would encourage you to give your full support to Bishop Kenneth and 

the priests currently serving in our Eparchy of London.   
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Dear Friends, please do not allow the spirit of discord and strife to tear apart 

the Body of Christ which is the Church. We are all sinners and in need of 

repentance, but it is only in charity that we can move forward and settle our 

differences. God does not need our anger to promote his kingdom. He wants 

our humble and contrite hearts to witness to his everlasting mercy. Let us trust 

in Him and open our hearts in fervent prayer, and He will show us the way 

out of this. 

 

The rumours being spread are very harmful and potentially divisive for our 

community. I would urge you not to participate in any conversations or online 

discussions of this nature so that together we can ensure that the good name 

of our Church is not allowed to be brought into disrepute.  

 

Finally, I wanted to tell you that I am also aware of the financial allegations 

that have been brought forward against the Eparchy, including against me 

during my time as Bishop of the Eparchy, as well as against the other trustees 

of the Eparchy’s charity. As there is still an ongoing investigation, it would not 

be appropriate for me to make any comments on this or provide any further 

information to you at this time. However, once the investigation has been 

completed, Bishop Kenneth and I will provide you with an update. 

 

Dear Bishop Kenneth, please be so kind as to have this letter of mine made 

public at the Divine Liturgies on Sunday, 28 November.  

 

With assurance of my prayers and blessings for all of you as you face the 

challenges that we are confronted to at this time, I remain 

 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 
+Hlib Lonchyna 

Bishop Emeritus  


